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(54) Ink-Jet printing apparatus, ejection recovery method for ink-jet printing apparatus, and 
fabrication method of Ink-jet printing head 



(57) By effectively executing ejection recovery and 
aging process of an ink-jet printing head having a plu- 
rality of electrothermal transducers in an ink passage, 
ejecting characteristics including the ejecting speed and 
ejecting quantity of ink are nnore stably kept under the 
printing operation for ejecting the ink by driving the elec- 



trothermal transducers. For that purpose, shift values of 
application timings of driving pulses to be applied to 
heaters (SHI and SH2) in the ink passage (12) of the 
ink-jet printing head (1 ) are changed under the ejection 
recovery after the ink-jet printing head (1) is set to a 
printing apparatus and/or the aging process when the 
ink-jet printing head (1) is fabricated. 
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Description 

[0001] The present invention relates to an ink-jet 
printing apparatus, an ejection recovery method for the 
ink-jet printing apparatus, and a fabrication method of 
an ink-jet printing head. 

[0002] The present invention intends for an ink-jet 
printing head, ink-jet printing head cartridge, and Ink-jet 
printing apparatus to be used for a printer or video print- 
er serving as an output terminal of a copying machine, 
a facsimile, a word processor, or a host computer Par- 
ticularly, the present invention intends for an ink-jet print- 
ing head having a substrate on which an electrothermal 
device for generating thermal energy used as the ener- 
gy for ejecting ink is formed and a printing apparatus 
using the printing head. In this case, the concept of print- 
ing Includes supply of ink (printing) to all ink supports to 
which ink is supplied such as cloth, yarn, paper, and 
sheet and moreover, includes not only a meaningful pic- 
lure such as a character but also a pattern picture. A 
printing apparatus includes every type of information 
processor or a printer serving as an output unit of the 
information processor and the present invention can be 
applied to these purposes, 

[0003] A liquid-jet printing method performs printing 
by forming flying droplets of a printing liquid such as Ink 
and attaching the droplets to a printing media to be print- 
ed such as paper or the like. A liquid-jet printing appa- 
ratus using the above printing method realizes low- 
noise high-speed printing and high-density printing. 
Moreover, the printing apparatus can be downsized be- 
cause developing or fixing process is unnecessary for 
plain paper. Furthermore, this type of liquid-jet printing 
apparatus is particularly noticed because the productiv- 
ity of the printing apparatus is high under mass produc- 
tion and the printing apparatus manufacturing cost is 
low. 

[0004] To fomn the above flying droplets, a liquid-jet 
printing head using thermal energy is provided with an 
electrothermal transducer as means for heating a print- 
ing liquid. That is, the printing head has an exothermic 
resistor (hereafter referred to as "heater") capable of 
heating the printing liquid by producing heat when an 
electric signal is applied and a pair of electrodes for ap- 
plying an electric signal to the exothermic resistor. The 
printing liquid Is bubbled due to the heat generated by 
the heater and is ejected from an ink ejection port by the 
bubbling energy. Moreover, the printing liquid used in 
the above case is generally configured by a printing 
component such as a pigment or dye and water for dis- 
solving or dispersing the printing component or a solvent 
component comprising water and a water-soluble or- 
ganic solvent. 

[0005] In case of the above water-based printing liq- 
uid, a heating limit for sudden evaporation ranges be- 
tween 250 and 350 *C. The heating limit temperature is 
equal to a temperature at which vapor is produced due 
to the calorie conducted to the printing liquid through a 



very thin and stable vapor film between the surface of 
. the heater and the printing liquid. Therefore, to form fly- 
ing droplets and record them to a printing media to be 
printed by using the printing liquid having the above tem- 
s perature characteristic, and supplying an electric signal 
to the heater and bubbling the printing liquid and thereby 
evaporating the printing liquid, the heater is repeatedly 
heated at a temperature in the range from ambient tem- 
perature up to 300 to 800®C each time when an electric 
70 signal is supplied. 

[0006] A heater and an electrode or the like are 
formed in accordance with a semiconductor process. 
For example, a wiring portion made of a metal serving 
as an electrical good conductor (e.g. electrode made of 
75 Al, Au, Ag. or Cu) is formed on an exothermic resistor 
(e.g. heat-resistant resistor made of HfBg, ZrB2, TaN2, 
or TaSi) set on a substrate (e.g. made of Si, glass, or 
ceramic) through an Intermediate layer (e.g. made of Ti 
or Cr). The wiring portion is formed by laminating the 
20 intermediate layer so as to be exposed in part and the 
exposed portion servers as a heater. Moreover, a pro- 
tective film superior in heat resistance and printing-liq- 
uid cutoff characteristic for preventing electrolytic corro- 
sion or oxidation due to the printing liquid is formed on 
25 the heater and electrode at need. 

[0007] The above printing head ejects a printing liquid 
by applying an electric signal corresponding to a printing 
signal to a heater and repeatedly making the heater pro- 
duce heat at a high temperature to heat the printing liq- 
30 uid. For a printing head having the above configuration 
and a printing apparatus provided with the printing head, 
treatments for improving the printing characteristics un- 
der printing (particularly, characteristics of a printing liq- 
uid such as viscosity, surface tension, and density or the 
3S like) are proposed. 

[0008] The above treatments have been performed 
so far by a printing mode including the preliminary eject- 
ing shown in U. S. Patent No. 47122172 or a printing 
mode including the preliminary heating shown in U. S. 
40 Patent Nos. 4463359, 4296421 , 471 9472. and 471 21 72 
while a liquid-jet printing. head is set to a printing appa- 
ratus. Each of these treatments ejects ink not contribut- 
ing to printing of pictures from a printing head to recover 
an ink ejecting condition. Hereafter, the above ejection 
45 recovery is also referred to as "preliminary ejecting." 
[0009] By performing the above treatments, the eject- 
ing characteristic of a printing liquid under the printing 
operation is improved. However, these treatments are 
not sufficient to obtain the best printing state at the initial 
50 stage of using a printing head. Because a heater is re- 
peatedly made to produce heat at a high temperature in 
the printing mode including the above preliminary eject- 
ing and preliminary heating, phase change, stress 
change, oxidation, and composition change of the heat- 
hs er material are caused and moreover, resistance-value 
change occurs in the heater material. Furthermore, re- 
sistance distribution change of the heater material oc- 
curs due to the interface resistance between the heater 
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material and a wiring portbn (electrode) and the diffu- 
sion between both. Therefore, to innprove the problems, 
a fabrication method of a liquid-jet printing head is dis- 
closed in Japanese Patent Application LayingOpen No. 
2-78554 (1990). This is a method of heating a heater 
material by applying to the heater an electric signal 
enough to stabilize the resistance value of the heater 
material in the aging process and thereby ink is ejected. 
[001 0] Thus, a preferable and stable ink ejecting con- 
dition can always be obtained even in long-time printing 
by the preliminary ejecting process for ejecting ink not 
contributing to printing of pictures from the ink-jet print- 
ing head mounted on an Ink-jet printing apparatus, and 
by heating a heater material in the aging process when 
the ink-jet printing head is fabricated. 
[001 1] Because the frequency for handling image pic- 
tures has been recently increased, a request for high- 
picture-quality color printing, particularly for half-tone 
picture printing has been raised. 
[001 2] To express a halftone by an ink-jet printing ap- 
paratus, there Is a method of expressing the halftone in 
accordance with the number of ink droplets applied to 
predetermined pixels on a printing medium (false half- 
tone expression in accordance with binary numbers). 
Moreover, there is another method of expressing a half- 
tone by using a plurality of printing heads with ejecting 
quantities different from each other or a plurality of print- 
ing heads capable of ejecting inks with densities differ- 
ent from each other and thereby, selecting and driving 
a printing head in accordance with the halftone. In case 
of these methods, however, it may be impossible to 
greatly raise the reliquid or a printing apparatus may be 
increased in size because a plurality of printing heads 
are used. Therefore, an ink-jet printing apparatus is re- 
quested which requires less space and realizes high- 
reliquid printing at a low cost by changing eject quanti- 
ties of one printing head at various levels. 
[0013] To attain the above object, Japanese Patent 
Application Publication No. 62-48585 (1987) discloses 
a gradation printing method of realizing high-picture- 
quality printing by changing sizes of ejected Ink droplets. 
In case of this printing method, a plurality of heaters with 
areas different from each other are arranged in an ink 
passage to independently control each heater. 
[0014] However, to realize the so-called multiple- 
heater Ink-jet printing head In which a plurality of heaters 
are arranged in an ink passage, there are some prob- 
lems. 

[0015] First, there are requests for improving the ink 
ejecting reliability and the ink-droplet impact accuracy 
immediately after ink eject when the time of ejecting no 
ink is long by improving the ink ejecting speed in order 
to not only make the ink ejecting quantity changeable 
but also perform higher-quality printing. Particularly, 
when a multiple-heater ink-jet printing head is used, 
there are some cases in which It is difficult to increase 
the ink ejecting speed of relatively small droplets in vol- 
ume in order to eject the droplets from a relatively large 



ink ejection port. In this case, ink ejection may be dis- 
turbed due to accidental imperfect bubbling or the state 
nearby the ink ejection port. A small-droplet-ejecting 
heater having a small heater area easily influences ink 
5 ejection even due to a small foreign matter on the heater 
surface. Therefore, there are some cases in which the 
existing preliminary ejecting process or heating in the 
aging process is Insufficient to stably eject small drop- 
lets. Moreover, the preliminary ejecting process or heat- 
10 in g in the aging process has an advantage of removing 
a foreign matter or the like from the surface of a heater. 
In the case of a multiple-heater Ink-jet printing head, 
however, when aboye preliminary ejecting process or 
heating in the aging process is performed by simultane- 
is ously driving a plurality of heaters, the position where a 
bubble for ejecting ink disappear is frequently deviated 
from the center of a heater. Therefore, the cavitation ef- 
fect for removing burnt deposits or foreign matters from 
the surface of a heater frequently lowers. 
[0016] It is an object of the present invention to more 
stably maintain the ejecting characteristics including the 
ejecting speed and ejecting quantity of ink under the pic- 
ture printing operation of driving a plurality of electro- 
thermal transducers and thereby ejecting ink by effec- 
tively applying ejection recovery and aging to an ink-jet 
printing head provided with the electrothermal transduc- 
ers for one ink passage. 

[0017] In the first aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an ink-jet printing apparatus for print- 
ing an image on a printing medium by using an ink-jet 
printing head capable of ejecting Ink from an ink ejection 
port communicating with an ink passage, and capable 
of generating a bubble in ink of the ink passage by the 
heat produced by a plurality of electrothermal transduc- 
ers set to the ink passage, wherein 

control means is included which changes shift val- 
ues of the heat-producing timings of the electrothermal 
transducers by changing shift values of driving signals 
to be applied to the electrothermal transducers when 
ejecting the ink not contributing to printing of the image 
from the ink-jet printing head to recover an ink ejecting 
condition. 

[0018] In the second aspect of the present invention, 
there is provided an ejection recovery method for an ink- 
jet printing apparatus for printing an image on a printing 
medium by using an Ink-jet printing head capable of 
ejecting ink from an ink ejection port communicating with 
an ink passage, and capable of generating a bubble in 
ink of the ink passage by the heat produced by a plurality 
of electrothermal transducers set to the ink passage, 
comprising the step of: 

changing shift values of driving signals to be ap- 
plied to a plurality of electrothermal transducers and 
thereby changing shift values of heat-producing timings 
of the electrothermal transducers when performing ejec- 
tion recovery for recovering an ink ejecting condition by 
ejecting the ink not contributing to printing of the Image 
from the ink-jet printing head. 
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[Ci019] In the third aspect of the present Invention, 
there is provided a fabrication nnethod of an ink-jet print- 
ing head capable of ejecting Ink from an ink ejection port 
communicating with an ink passage by generating a 
bubble in the Ink of an Ink passage by the heat produced s 
by a plurality of electrothermal transducers set to the ink 
passage, comprising the step of; 

changing shift values of driving signals to be ap- 
plied to the electrothermal transducers and thereby 
changing shift values of heat-producing timings of the io 
electrothermal transducers when ejecting Ink from the 
ink-jet printing head for aging process, 
[0020] In case of the present invention, an Ink-jet 
printing head provided with a plurality of electrothermal 
transducers for one ink passage shifts the application is 
timing of a driving signal to be applied to each of the 
electrothermal transducers in the ejection recovery of 
an ink-jet printing head while the head Is set to an Ink- 
jet printing apparatus or the aging of the head while be- 
ing fabricated. Thereby, it is possible to decrease long- 20 
term deterioration of the pnnting quality and to improve 
the printing quality at the initial stage after fabrication. 
[0021] The above and other objects, effects, features 
and advantages of the present invention will become 
more apparent from the following description of embod- 2S 
Iments thereof taken In conjunction with the accompa- 
nying drawings. 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view of an ink passage of the 
printing head of a first embodiment of the present 30 
invention; 

Fig. 2 is an illustration of application timing of a driv- 
ing signal to a heater In Fig. 1 ; 
Fig. 3A is an illustration of application timing of a 
driving signal in case of the first embodiment of the 35 
present invention; 

Fig. 3B is an illustration of cavitation positions 
changed depending on the application timing In Fig. 
3A; 

Fig. 4 is an illustration of the relation between the 40 
applied number of driving pulses and the ejecting 
quantity of ink in case of the first embodiment of the 
present Invention; 

Fig. 5 is an illustration of the initial stage of printing 
quality through aging by the first embodiment of the 45 
present inventiori; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view of an ink passage of the 
printing head of a second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 7 A is an illustration of the application timing of so 
a driving signal of the second embodiment of the 
present invention; 

Fig. 7B is an illustration of cavitation positions 
changed depending on the application timing In Fig. 
7A; 55 
Fig. 8 Is an Illustration of the relation between the 
applied number of driving pulses and the ejecting 
quantity of ink in case of the second embodiment of 



the present invention; 

Fig. 9 is a sectional view of an ink passage of the 
printing head of another embodiment of the present 
invention; 

Fig. 10 is a sectional view of an ink passage of the 
printing head of still another embodiment of the 
present invention; and 

Fig. 1 1 is a schemata perspective view of an ink-jet 
printing apparatus of the present invention. 

[0022] Embodiments of the present invention will be 
described below by referring to the accompanying draw- 
ings. The present Invention is not restricted to the fol- 
lowing embodiments. Moreover, for the embodiments, 
ink is described as a liquid to be ejected. However, a 
liquid is not restricted to ink. Any liquid can be used as 
long as the liquid can be ejected by using the present 
invention. 

(First embodiment) 

[0023] Fig. 1 is a schematic sectional view of an ink 
passage of the printing head 1 of the first embodiment 
of the present invention. 

[0024] A plurality of ink passages 1 2 are arranged on 
the printing head 1 in parallel at a density of 360 dpi and 
each ejection port 11 communicates with a common liq- 
uid chamber 13. Moreover, each ink passage 12 is pro- 
vided with two heaters (electrothermal transducers) 
SHI and SH2. The length L of the heater SHI and that 
of the heater SH2 are equal to 95 ^im. The width W1 of 
the heater SHI Is 30 ^m and the width W2 of the heater 
SH2 Is 30 |im. The width W3 of each ink passage 12 is 
set to 58 ^im and the height of it is set to 40 jxm. 
[0025] The ink supplied from an ink tank (not illustrat- 
ed) is temporarily stored In the liquid chamber 13 and 
then enters each ink passage 12 in accordance with 
capillarity to form a meniscus at the ejection port 11. 
Thereby, the ink passages 12 are filled with ink. By ap- 
plying a driving pulse to the heaters SHI and SH2 under 
the above state to make the heaters produce heat and 
providing thermal energy for the ink, a state change fol- 
lowed by a sudden volume change (generating a bub- 
ble) occurs in the ink and the ink is ejected from the ejec- 
tion port 11 by an action force according to the state 
change. 

[0026] The ink-jet printing head 1 used for this embod- 
iment makes It possible to obtain a higher-definition pic- 
ture by changing ejecting quantities of ink when driving 
only the heater SHI and when driving two heaters SHI 
and SH2 at the same time. 

[0027] The present Inventors studied the effect when 
shifting the application timing of an electric signal applied 
to the heater SHI and SH2 on the above-described pre- 
liminary ejecting performed while printing. Fig. 2 is an il- 
lustration showing the preliminary ejection driving stud- 
ied for this emt)odiment, in which AT denotes a shift val- 
ue. Fig. 3A shows the relation between the shift value AT, 
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the number of driving pulses for preliminary ejecting, and 
the cavitation position when performing the preliminary 
ejecting for one time of preliminary ejecting. Fig. 3B is an 
illustration showing the cavitation positions (g)to d). 
[0028] In case of this embodiment, ink droplets are 
ejected from the ejection port 1 1 100 times for one-time 
preliminary ejecting. In this case, the application timing 
of every 100 driving pulses to be applied to the heaters 
SHI and SH2 is divided into five stages and the five 
stages are shifted from each other. That is, as for the 
first-stage 20 pulses to be applied to the heaters SH1 
and SH2. driving pulses are applied to the heater SH2 
and then, after 5 jisec passes, driving pulses are applied 
to the heater SH1 . As for the next second-stage 20 puls- 
es, the shift value is set to 2 ^sec. The next third-stage 
20 pulses are applied to the heaters SH1 and SH2 at 
the same time. As for the next fourth-stage 20 pulses, 
driving pulses are applied to the heater SH2 2jisec after 
applying driving pulses to the heater SHI . As for the next 
fifth-stage 20 pulses, the shift value Is set to 5 ^sec. 
Thus, by changing shift values of driving timings of the 
heaters SHI and SH2 Into five stages, it is possible to 
shift cavitation positions that are generated at constant 
positions In the conventional driving. 
[0029] Fig. 4 shows the relation between the change 
of ink ejecting quantities and the number of driving puls- 
es to be applied to the Ink-jet printing head 1 . 
[0030] Symbol A in Fig. 4 denotes the change char- 
acteristic of a conventional example and B denotes the 
change characteristic of this embodiment and both per- 
form preliminary ejecting by interrupting the operation 
for printing at a preset preliminary-ejecting interval sim- 
ilarly to the case of conventional preliminary ejecting. 
The preliminary ejection driving in the former conven- 
tional case applies driving pulses (electric signals) to the 
heaters SHI and SH2 at the same time. The latter case 
of this embodiment performs preliminary ejecting In ac- 
cordance with the above preliminary ejection driving for 
causing shift rates of driving timing of heaters SHI and 
SH2 to be changed as described previously. 
[0031] As shown in Fig. 4, in the case of the conven- 
tional example, the Ink ejecting quantity starts decreas- 
ing after the number of driving pulses to be applied ex- 
ceeds 10^ and the ink ejecting quantity is decreased by 
20% or more when the numt>er of driving pulses to be 
applied reaches 10^. This is because sandy burnt de- 
posits or cracked burnt deposits are produced on the 
surface of a heater. On the other hand, in the case of 
the ink-jet printing head performed by the preliminary 
ejection driving of this embodiment, the ink ejecting 
quantity is not decreased. This is probably because cav- 
itation has effectively occurred and foreign matters are 
removed from the surface of the heater. 
[0032] Moreover, the heater material is heated in the 
aging process under fabrication in accordance with the 
heater driving for causing shift values of driving timing 
of the heaters to be changed in the case of this embod- 
iment. Then, an Image is printed by dots formed due to 



ink droplet impact by using the ink-jet printing head im- 
mediately after fabricated in accordance with the above 
treatment. Then, a least square line serving as a crite- 
rion is obtained from vertical and horizontal lines of the 

s printed image respectively and the shift of a dot formed 
due to ink droplet impact from a least square line is 
measured through the observation using a microscope. 
Fig. 5 shows five-stage evaluation results of printing 
quality from "1 (bad)" to "5 (good)' in accordance with 

10 the above ink-droplet impact point error measuring 
method. 

[0033] The printing quality at the Initial stage after fab- 
rication is improved by perfomiing the aging (character- 
istic D in Fig. 5) of the heater driving with changed shift 

^5 values of application timing of this embodiment com- 
pared to the case of the conventional aging (character- 
istic C in Fig. 5) in accordance with the simultaneous 
timing driving of a plurality of heaters. This is probably 
because a cavitation force generated due to dlsappear- 

20 ance of a bubble produced on the surface of a heater 
when ink is ejected occurs in a larger range on the sur- 
face of the heater in accordance with the heater driving 
whose timing is shifted in the case of this embodiment, 
the cavitation force removes foreign matters from the 

2S surface of the heater when an ink-jet printing head is 
fabricated, and thereby it is possible to further stably 
ejecting Ink. Moreover, in the above aging process, It is 
also permitted to apply a driving pulse having a large 
thermal energy produced in a heater instead of a driving 

30 pulse (electric signal) applied under normal printing as 
a driving pulse (electric signal) to be applied to the heat- 
er. Thereby, It is possible to increase a bubble produced 
on the heater in size when ink is ejected, also increase 
the cavitation force generated due to disappearance of 

35 the bubble, and further increase the effect of the cavita- 
tion force. 

(Second embodiment) 

40 [0034] Fig. 6 is a schematic sectional view of an ink 
passage of the ink-jet printing head of a second embod- 
iment of the present invention. 

[0035] In case of this embodiment, widths W1 and W2 
of the heaters SHI and SH2 are 20 pm and areas of the 

^ heaters are equal to each other. Moreover, these two 
heaters SH 1 and SH2 are located at equal distance from 
an ejection port 1 1 . Other dimensions are the same as 
the case of the first embodiment. 
[0036] Heater driving same as the case of the above 

so first embodiment is also applied to this embodiment. Fig. 
8 shows the relation between the change of ink ejecting 
quantities and the number of driving pulses to be applied 
to an ink-jet printing head similarly to the case of Fig. 4 
of the above embodiment. 

55 [0037] As apparent from Fig. 8, in case of the conven- 
tional example, the ejecting quantity of ink starts de- 
creasing after the number of driving pulses to be applied 
exceeds 10^. and decreases by 30% or more when the 
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number of driving pulses to be applied reaches 10^. In 
case of the ink-jet printing head of this embodiment to 
which preliminary ejection driving with changed shift val- 
ues of driving timing of the heaters is applied, decrease 
of ink ejecting quantity is controlled to 10%. 
[0038] Fig. 7A shows an illustration of the relation be- 
tween shift value AT and cavitation position and Fig. 7B 
shows those cavitation positions. In case of this embod- 
iment in which the heaters SHI and SH2 are arranged 
in parallel with the ejection port 11, it is difficult to in- 
crease widths of the heaters SHI and SH2. Therefore, 
even if driving with shifted application timing of driving 
pulses is performed, it is difficult to greatly change cav- 
itation positions and the effect is slightly small compared 
to the case of the first embodiment. However, also in 
case of this embodiment, burnt deposits can be com- 
pletely removed by the change of cavitation positions. 

(Other embodiments) 

[0039] Moreover, it is confirmed that even arrange- 
ments of heaters SHI and SH2 shown in Figs. 9 and 10 
have the same effect. Thus, the arrangement of heaters 
and the number of heaters arranged are not particularly 
restricted. Moreover, it is permitted to use a plurality of 
heaters with different sizes. Furthermore, it is permitted 
to make widths and sizes of heater driving pulses differ- 
ent from each other correspondingly to the heat pro- 
duced by each heater. Furthermore, it is permitted to 
change at least the application start timings of driving 
pulses to a plurality of heaters In the ejection recovery 
process and aging process. 

(Configuration example of printing apparatus) 

[0040] Fig. 1 1 shows a general configuration of an ink- 
jet printing apparatus according to the present Invention. 
[0041] In an Ink-jet printing apparatus 300, a carriage 
400 slldably engages with two guide shafts 304 and 305 
extending in parallel with each other. The carriage 400 
is reciprocated in the main scanning direction shown by 
an arrow A along the guide shafts 304 and 305 by a driv- 
ing motor (not Illustrated) and a driving-force transfer 
mechanism (not illustrated) such as a belt or the like for 
transferring the driving force. The above-described 
printing head and an ink tank 1 51 sending as an Ink ves- 
sel for storing the Ink used for the head are mounted on 
the carriage 400. 

[0042] For example, 64 ink ejection ports 11 same as 
the above-described printing head 1 are formed on the 
face of the printing head facing a sheet 306 serving as 
a printing medium so as to be arranged along the car- 
rying direction of a sheet 306. As described above, an 
ink passage 12 communicating with each ejection port 
1 1 is formed on the printing head and the heaters (elec- 
trothermal transducers) SHI and SH2 for producing the 
themrial energy for ejecting ink are provkJed correspond- 
ingly to each ink passage 12. 



[0043] The sheet 306 is inserted through an insertion 
port 311 formed at the front end of the printing appara- 
tus, the carrying direction of the sheet 306 is inverted, 
and the sheet 306 is carried under the moving area of 
s the carriage 400 along the sub-scanning direction 
shown by the arrow B perpendicular to the main scan- 
ning direction A by a feed roller 309. The printing head 
mounted on the carnage 400 prints an image in a print- 
ing area on the sheet 306 supported by a platen 308 
^0 while the head moves. 

[0044] As described above, the entire sheet 306 is 
printed while the printing operation for one line accord- 
ing to the movement of the carriage 400, that is, the 
printing operation at the width corresponding to the 
IS width of the ejection port arrangement on the printing 
head and the feed operation for the sheet 306 are alter- 
nately repeated. The printed sheet 306 Is ejected to the 
front of the printing apparatus. 

[004S] A recovery-system unit 310 capable of facing 
the bottom of each printing head on the carriage 400 Is 
provided for the left end of an area in which the carriage 
400 can move. The recovery-system unit 310 makes it 
possible to perform the operation for capping the ejec- 
tion port of each printing head and the operation for 
2S drawing ink from the ejection port of each printing head 
while printing is not performed. Moreover, a predeter- 
mined position at the left end side of the movable area 
of the carriage 400 is set as the home position of each 
printing head. Furthermore, the recovery-system unit 
30 310 is able to receive the ink preliminarily ejected from 
a printing head by a cap and then to treat the ink as 
waste ink. 

[0046] Furthennore, an operation section 307 provid- 
ed with a switch and a display element is set to the right 
35 end of the printing apparatus. The switch is used to turn 
on/off the power supply of the printing apparatus or set 
various printing modes and the display element displays 
various states of the printing apparatus. 

^0 (Other) 



[0047] The present invention achieves distinct effect 
when applied to a printing head or a printing apparatus 
which has means for generating themnal energy such 
as electrothermal transducers or laser light, and which 
causes changes in ink by the thermal energy so as to 
eject ink. This is because such a system can achieve a 
high density and high reliquid printing. 
[0048] A typical structure and operational principle 
50 thereof is disclosed in U.S. patent Nos. 4,723,129 and 
4,740,796, and it is preferable to use this basic principle 
to implement such a system. Although this system Cjan 
be applied either to on-demand type or continuous type 
ink jet printing systems, it is particularly suitable for the 
ss on-demand type apparatus. This is because the on-de- 
mand type apparatus has electrothemnal transducers, 
each disposed on a sheet or liquid passage that retains 
liquid (ink), and operates as follows: first, one or more 
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drive signals are applied to the electrothermal transduc- 
ers to cause thermal energy corresponding to printing 
information; second, the thermal energy Induces sud- 
den temperature rise that exceeds the nucleate boiling 
so as to cause the film boiling on heating portions of the 
printing head; and third, bubbles are grown in the liquid 
(ink) corresponding to the drive signals. By using the 
growth and collapse of the bubbles, the Ink Is expelled 
from at least one of the ink ejection orifices of the head 
to form one or more ink drops. The drive signal in the 
form of a pulse is preferable because the growth and 
collapse of the bubbles can be achieved instantaneous- 
ly and suitably by this form of drive signal. As a drive 
signal in the form of a pulse, those described in U.S. 
patent Nos. 4.463.359 and 4,345.262 are preferable. In 
addition, it is preferable that the rate of temperature rise 
of the heating portions described In U.S. patent No. 
4,313,124 be adopted to achieve better printing. 
[0049] U.S. patent Nos. 4.558.333 and 4,459,600 dis- 
close the following structure of a printing head, which is 
incorporated to the present invention: this structure in- 
cludes heating portions disposed on bent portions in ad- 
dition toe combination of the ejection orifices, liquid pas- 
sages and the electrothermal transducers disclosed in 
the above patents. Moreover, the present invention can 
be applied to structures disclosed in Japanese Patent 
Application Laying-open Nos. 59-123670 (1984) and 
59-138461 (1984) in order to achieve similar effects. 
The former discloses a structure in which a slit common 
to all the electrothermal transducers Is used as ejection 
orifices of the electrothermal transducers, and the latter 
discloses a structure in which openings for absorbing 
pressure waves caused by thermal energy are formed 
corresponding to the ejection orifices. Thus, irrespective 
of the type of the printing head, the present invention 
can achieve printing positively and effectively. 
[0050] The present invention can be also applied to a 
so-called full-line type printing head whose length 
equals the maximum length across a printing medium. 
Such a printing head may consists of a plurality of print- 
ing heads combined together, or one Integrally arranged 
printing head. 

[0051] In addition, the present invention can be ap- 
plied to various serial type printing heads: a printing 
head fixed to the main assembly of a printing apparatus; 
a conveniently replaceable chip type printing head 
which, when loaded on the main assembly of a printing 
apparatus, is electrically connected to the main assem- 
bly, and is supplied with ink therefrom; and a cartridge 
type printing head integrally Including an Ink reservoir. 
[0052] It Is further preferable to add a recovery sys- 
tem, or a preliminary auxiliary system for a printing head 
as a constituent of the printing apparatus because they 
serve to make the effect of the present Invention more 
reliable. Examples of the recovery system are a capping 
means and a cleaning means for the printing head, and 
a pressure or suction means for the printing head. Ex- 
amples of the preliminary auxiliary system are a prelim- 



inary heating means utilizing electrothermal transduc- 
ers or a combination of other heater elements and the 
electrothermal transducers, and a means for carrying 
out preliminary ejection of ink independently of the ejec- 
5 tion for printing. These systems are effective for reliable 
printing. 

[0053] The number and type of printing heads to be 
mounted on a printing apparatus can be also changed. 
For example, only one printing head corresponding to a 

10 single color ink, or a plurality of printing heads corre- 
sponding to a plurality of inks different in color or con- 
centratbn can be used. In other words, the present in- 
vention can be effectively applied to an apparatus hav- 
ing at least one of the monochromatic, multi-color and 

IS full-color modes. Here, the monochromatic mode per- 
forms printing by using only one major color such as 
black. The multi-color mode carries out printing by using 
different color Inks, and the full-oolor mode performs 
printing by color mixing. 

20 [0054] Furthermore, although the above-described 
emlxxiiments use liquid ink, inks that are liquid when 
the printing signal is applied can be used: for example, 
inks can be employed that solidify at a temperature low- 
er than the room temperature and are softened or lique- 

25 fied in the room temperature. This is because in the ink 
jet system, the ink Is generally temperature adjusted In 
a range of 30^*0 - 70°C so that the viscosity of the ink is 
maintained at such a value that the ink can be ejected 
reliably. 

30 [0055] In addition, the present invention can be ap- 
plied to such apparatus where the Ink is liquefied just 
before the ejection by the thermal energy as follows so 
that the ink Is expelled from the orifices in the liquid 
state, and then begins to solidify on hitting the printing 

35 rnedium, thereby preventing the ink evaporation: the ink 
is transformed from solid to liquid state by positively uti- 
lizing the thermal energy which would otherwise cause 
the temperature rise; or the Ink, which is dry when left 
in air, is liquefied in response to the thermal energy of 

40 the printing signal. In such cases, the ink may be re- 
tained in recesses or through holes formed in a porous 
sheet as liquid or solid substances so that the ink faces 
the electrothermal transducers as described in Japa- 
nese Patent Application Laying-open Nos. 54-56847 

45 (1979) or 60-71260 (1985). The present invention is 
most effective when it uses the film boiling phenomenon 
to expel the ink. 

[0056] Furthermore, the ink jet printing apparatus of 
the present invention can be employed not only as an 

so image output terminal of an Infonmation processing de- 
vice such as a computer, but also as an output device 
of a copying machine including a reader, and as an out- 
put device of a facsimile apparatus having a transmis- 
sion and receiving function. 

55 [0057] The present invention has been described in 
detail with respect to preferred embodiments, and It will 
now be apparent from the foregoing to those skilled in 
the art that changes and modifications may be made 



7 



13 



EP 0 997 278 A2 



14 



without departing from the invention in its broader as- 
pects, and it is the intention, therefore, in the appended 
clainns to cover all such changes and modifications as 
fall within the true spirit of the invention. 



Claims 

1. An ink-jet printing apparatus for printing an image 

on a printing medium by using an ink-jet printing io 
head capable of ejecting ink from an ink ejection 
port communicating with an ink passage, and capa- 
ble of generating a bubble in ink of the ink passage 
by the heat produced by a plurality of electrothermal 
transducers set to the ink passage, characterized is 
in that 

control means is included which changes shift 
values of the heat-producing timings of the electro- 
thermal transducers by changing shift values of 
driving signals to be applied to the electrothermal 20 
transducers when ejecting the ink not contributing 
to printing of the image from the ink-jet printing head 
to recover an ink ejecting condition. 

2. The ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 2S 
characterized in that the control means applies driv- 
ing pulses having almost the same width to the elec- 
trothermal transducers as the driving signals by 
shifting the pulses from each other 

30 

3. The ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that the control means changes at 
least the application start timings of the driving sig- 
nals to be applied to the electrothermal transducers. 

35 

4. The ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed in claim 1 , 
characterized in that the electrothermal transducers 
are arranged by being shifted from each other in the 
longitudinal directton of the ink passage. 

40 

5. The Ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed In claim 1 , 
characterized in that the electrothermal transducers 
are arranged by being shifted from each other in the 
width direction of the ink passage. 

45 

6. The ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed In claim 1 , 
characterized in that a cap for receiving the ink not 
contributing to printing of the image ejected from the 
ink-jet printing head is included. 

so 

7. The ink-jet printing apparatus as claimed In claim 1 , 
characterized by comprising: 

first moving means for relatively moving the ink- 
jet printing head and the printing medium in the ss 
main scanning direction; and 
second moving means for relatively moving the 
ink-jet printing head and the printing medium in 



the sub-scanning direction intersecting the 
main scanning directbn. 

8. An ejection recovery method for an ink-jet printing 
apparatus for printing an image on a printing medi- 
um by using an ink-jet printing head capable of 
ejecting ink from an ink ejection port communicating 
with an ink passage, and capable of generating a 
bubble in ink of the ink passage by the heat pro- 
duced by a plurality of electrothermal transducers 
set to the ink passage, characterized by comprising 
the step of: 

changing shift values of driving signals to be 
applied to a plurality of electrothermal transducers 
and thereby changing shift values of heat-produc- 
ing timings of the electrothermal transducers when 
performing ejection recovery for recovering an ink 
ejecting condition by ejecting the ink not contribut- 
ing to printing of the image from the ink-jet printing 
head. 



9. The ejection recovery method for an ink-jet printing 
apparatus as claimed In claim 8, characterized in 
that driving pulses having almost the same width 
are applied to the electrothermal transducers as the 
driving signals by shifting the pulses from each oth- 
er. 

10. The ejection recovery method for an ink-jet printing 
apparatus as claimed in claim 8, characterized in 
that at least applrcation start timings of the driving 
signals to be applied to the electrothermal transduc- 
ers are changed. 

11. A fabrication method of an ink-jet printing head ca- 
pable of ejecting ink from an ink ejectkxi port com- 
municating with an ink passage by generating a 
bubble in the ink of an ink passage by the heat pro- 
duced by a plurality of electrothermal transducers 
set to the ink passage, characterized by comprising 
the step of: 

changing shift values of driving signals to be 
applied to the electrothermal transducers and 
thereby changing shift values of heat-producing 
timings of the electrothermal transducers when 
ejecting ink from the ink-jet printing head for aging 
process. 

12. The fabrication method of an ink-jet printing head 
as claimed in claim 11 , characterized In that driving 
pulses having almost the same width are applied to 
the electrothermal transducers as the driving sig- 
nals by shifting the pulses from each other. 

13. The fabrication method of an ink-jet printing head 
as claimed in claim 1 1 , characterized in that at least 
application start timings of the driving signals to be 
applied to the electrothermal transducers are 
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changed. 

14. The fabrication nnethod of an inl^-jet printing head 
as claimed in claim 11, characterized in that the 
electrothermal transducers are arranged by being s 
shifted from each other in the longitudinal direction 

of the ink passage. 

15. The fabrication method of an ink-jet printing head 

as claimed in claim 11, characterized in that the io 
electrothermal transducers are arranged by being 
shifted from each other in the width direction of the 
ink passage. 

16. The fabrication method of an ink-jet printing head is 
as claimed in claim 11 , characterized in that thermal 
energy larger than that under the printing operation 

by the ink-jet printing head is generated by the elec- 
trothermal transducers in accordance with the driv- 
ing signals to be applied to the electrothermal trans- 
ducers at the time of aging process. 

17. A control device for an ink jet recording apparatus 
for recording by discharging liquid from an ejection 
outlet of a print head onto a recording medium, the 
control device having means for causing the appa- 
ratus to operate in a recording mode or a recovery 
mode and means for controlling the relative timings 
of the supply of drive signals to a plurality of dis- 
charge elements associated with the same ejection 30 
outlet during a preliminary liquid ejection operation 

in the recovery mode. 
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